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Krishna – Ek Roop Anek further 
enchanted spectators with its 
vibrant choreography exploring the 
many facets of Lord Krishna.

The celebration culminated in an

electrifying Grand Finale, where a 
large ensemble of students 
delivered a synchronised, high-
energy performance that drew 
resounding applause. HTC

F
ilmmaker Jon M Chu
returns to Oz with the
concluding chapter of
his two-part 

reimagining of the Wicked 
universe. The finale leans 
into the spectacle of the 
Broadway sensation 
while stitching its 
world carefully into the 
mythology of The Wizard 
of Oz. What follows is a 
sweeping and emotionally 
loaded close that thrives 
on the chemistry of its 
leads.

The story picks up after 
Elphaba’s (Cynthia Erivo) 
disappearance, as Oz 
begins to crumble under 
the Wizard’s tightening 
regime. Glinda (Ariana 
Grande) steps into the 
spotlight as its carefully 
curated figurehead, even 
as she starts to understand 
the compromises that 
come with power. 
Meanwhile, Elphaba 
continues her underground 
rescue missions while 
navigating old loyalties 
and rising political 
pressure. Familiar 
characters reappear and 
the narrative moves 
steadily toward the moment 
fans know is coming, 

Dorothy’s arrival.

THE GOOD
Cynthia Erivo and Ariana 
Grande remain the 
emotional anchors, and the 
film shines whenever it 
trusts them. Cynthia’s 
Elphaba mixes bruised 
idealism with fierce 
determination, her voice 
anchoring several of the 
film’s strongest sequences. 
Ariana brings a gentler and 
more layered Glinda, 
portraying her as a young 
woman learning what it 
means to lead with 
conviction rather than 
charm.

The supporting cast adds
solid texture. Jeff Goldblum 
plays the Wizard as a slick 
performer whose 
confidence begins to buckle. 
Michelle Yeoh brings 
calculated menace to 
Madame Morrible. 
Jonathan Bailey lends 
surprising emotional depth 
to Fiyero. The production 
excels through riotous 
colour, intricate design and 
lush musical arrangements 
that give the film a warm, 
orchestral sweep. When the 
signature number For Good 
arrives, the film reaches an 

honest emotional peak that 
justifies the two-part 
structure.

THE BAD
The film often gets tangled 
in the demands of prequel 
storytelling. Attempts to 
explain every Oz icon create 
uneven pacing, especially in 
the Scarecrow and Tin Man 
detours, which feel either 
abrupt or overly engineered. 
The visual palette shifts 
between overlit and 
washed-out. Nessarose and 
Boq are underserved, their 
arcs reduced to melodrama 
that drains complexity. The 
two new Stephen Schwartz 
songs support the plot but 
lack the memorable quality 
of the original score. At 
times, emotions linger long 
after the moment has 
landed, tipping scenes into 
soapy territory.

THE VERDICT
Wicked: For Good is 
imperfect and occasionally 
chaotic, but its heart is 
unmistakable. Lifted by two 
compelling performances, it 
delivers a sincere and 
stirring farewell to Oz.

Samarth Goyal

Ariana Grande and Cynthia 
Erivo power a turbulent, 
tender wicked finale

WICKED
Direction: Jon M. Chu
Cast: Cynthia Erivo, 
Ariana Grande, 
Jonathan Bailey, Ethan 
Slater, Bowen Yang, 
Marissa Bode, 
Michelle Yeoh, Jeff 
Goldblum, Bronwyn 
James, Sharon D. 
Clarke, Colman 
Domingo
Rating: 

{ THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE VERDICT }  

Natasha Coutinho 

N
ora Fatehi made her US television debut on The
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon this week,
performing What Do I Know? (Just A Girl) with

Jamaican artist Shenseea. Speaking about the milestone, 
she says, “I have diversified my positioning as an artist 
as part of going global. This is the right direction for me 
in this new phase of my career. I have always reinvented 
myself and will continue to do so with a more 
international presence while staying connected to 
Bollywood.” 

Nora says she is proud of contributing to the rise of 
Afro-Arab-Indian fusion in mainstream music. “I 
definitely see myself leading that movement. I was part 
of ushering in Afro music and Afro dance into 
commercial Bollywood. Pepeta did very well, and Dance 
Meri Rani became a massive success. Our recent Afro-
Indo track Oh Mama Tetema, withShreya Ghoshal and 
Rayvanny, is another big hit.” She adds that being 
multicultural keeps her open-minded: “It lets me collab 
across borders and experiment with new sounds.” 
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F
ilmmaker Suparn S Varma’s
recent release Haq, starring
Yami Gautam and Emraan
Hashmi, has earned both 

critical and commercial appreciation. 
While this is his second courtroom 
drama after Sirf Ek Bandaa Kaafi Hai 
(2023), Suparn says he would rather it 
be viewed as part of a “faith trilogy” 
instead of a court trilogy.

Determined not to be typecast, he
points out that his body of work spans 
multiple genres. “I have done action, 
thrillers, horror, web series of 
different kinds. Out of the 25 shows 
and films that I have written and 
directed, these are just two (court) 
films. I like exploring everything; I’m 
genre agnostic,” says the filmmaker, 
who also directed the Rana Naidu 
franchise.

Explaining why he prefers calling it
a faith trilogy, Suparn adds, “For me 
it’s more a faith trilogy that I want to 
do than a courtroom trilogy. Sirf Ek 

Bandaa... was based on faith where 
Manoj’s (Bajpayee, actor) character 
PC Solanki was a man of faith, a Shiv 
Bhakh, who at the end of the day uses 
Lord Shiv and Parvati’s argument to 
convince the judge of why the said 
godman should be sent to jail.”

He draws a parallel to his latest 
release. “In Haq as well, Shahzia Bano 
is a five-time Namazi who is a 
moulvi’s daughter. And it’s her faith 
and belief in the Quran that reflects 
with the Constitution and empowers 
her as a woman to fight her battles,” 
he explains.

As he prepares to begin research 
on his next project, Suparn says that 
the heart of a story is what guides 
him: “If a story, emotion, or 
characters resonate with me, I just go 
with that feeling. If the story lands up 
in court, that’s great; if it doesn’t land 
up in court, it’s not that I go hunting 
for only courtroom dramas. And 
honestly, the first half (of Haq) is a 
domestic drama. It’s only the second 
half does it move there, so it’s a very 
emotional story.”

Suparn S Varma would 
rather call his work ‘faith 
trilogy’ here’s why

Nora talks about appearing on 
The Tonight Show

Nora Fatehi with 
Jamaican artist 
Shenseea and 
Jimmy Fallon
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A
VB Public School 
celebrated its much-
anticipated annual 
function, Anugoonj 2025 –

The Echo of Life, with grandeur at 
the Yamuna Sports Complex. The 
event was graced by Padma Shri 
awardee and hockey legend Sardar 
Singh as Chief Guest and CA Ved 
Jain, former ICAI President, as 
Guest of Honour. Both dignitaries 
praised the school’s dedication to 
holistic learning and creative 
expression.

The evening brought together a 
large number of students in a 
vibrant showcase of culture, talent, 
and youthful energy. The 
programme opened with a soulful 
Ganesh Vandana, followed by 
thematic presentations like 
Symphony of Nature and Journey of 
a Golden Fish, highlighting 
environmental harmony through 
expressive performances. In her 
address, Principal Ritu Verma 
applauded students for their 
discipline, creativity, and 
outstanding achievements across 
academics and co-curriculars.

A key highlight of the evening 
was Lok Rang Dhara Ke Sang, 
featuring colourful cultural 
performances from four Indian 
states. Dynamic yoga and aerobics 
displays demonstrated strength and 
coordination, while the musical 
segment Sur Sangam captivated the 
audience with melodious vocals and 
live instruments. The dance-drama 

L-R: Ritu Verma (Principal), Jai Shree Jha (Class XII Student), Padma Shri Sardar Singh (former Hockey India Team 
Captain), CA Ved Jain (former President, ICAI)

Anugoonj 2025: AVB Public 
School showcases the echo of life

S Farah Rizvi

farah.rizvi@htlive.com

A
ctor Alankrita Sahai says she
may be preparing for a major
milestone in her personal life
next year, hinting that an
engagement in 2026 is very

much on the cards. The actor, who has 
been in a steady relationship with an 
entrepreneur for over two years, says, 
“Love is a beautiful thing, and my per-
sonal relationship actually did help me 
cope with stress after losing my father,” 
she shares.

Alankrita, however, remains guarded
about revealing his identity. As some-
one outside the entertainment industry, 
she says he prefers his privacy. “There’s 
no point in disclosing his identity and 
bringing him into the spotlight until we 
both decide to reveal it,” she says.

While marriage may be a longer-term
plan, the actor confirms that both she 
and her partner feel ready to formalise 
the relationship. “We have known each 
other for quite some time; he has been 
there with me through thick and thin,” 
she says. One of the things that 
strengthened her belief in the relation-
ship is his support: “He shares the same 
concern for my family as I do, so I 
strongly feel we can take this forward. 
2026 will be a big year for me.”

For Alankrita, the engagement is not
just a formality. “The proposal and 
engagement ceremony should be some-
thing out of the box. I want him to sur-
prise me by planning things to perfec-
tion. I feel anything related to love 
should be celebrated in a big way, so 
engagement next year for sure and mar-
riage can wait until later,” she ends.

P
2026 will be a big
year for me. I feel 

anything related to love
should be celebrated in a 
big way, so engagement 
next year for sure and 

marriage can wait
until later

ALANKRITA SAHAI, 
 Actor

The actor, who has been 
with her partner of two 
years but still refuses to 
divulge his name, says 
she will be engaged next 
year for sure, but 
marriage can wait
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ALANKRITA HINTS 
AT UPCOMING 
ENGAGEMENT 
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Extra fine Wool, Silk, Linen & Cotton Fabrics*nàTe FESTIVAL&WEDDING COLLECTION

SHIRTS TROUSERS BLAZERS.Extended
GIFT PACKS
AVAILABLE

SUITS & ETHNIC WEAR 30th
BY ECONOMY SALES

(M): 9212758425
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t (opp.Shalimar Bagh)

*WOIDA,Nirula's Sec-2. Ner station, Sec-15, Noida, UP
LAJPATNAGAR, 49, Main Ring Road, Adi, Haldi Ram, Near Moolchand Crossing
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